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By Chris Moran
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

December 10, 2004 

CHULA VISTA – Neither Sweetwater board president Pearl Quiñones nor a lobbyist from a firm she has recommended for a $3,000-a-month contract will definitively answer whether the lobbyist contributed money to Quiñones' re-election campaign. 
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On Monday night, the Sweetwater Union High School District board is scheduled to consider hiring Legislative Advocacy Group Inc. on a three-month trial basis. One of the three firm members listed on the proposal is Diana Rodriguez. 

That's the same name listed as a contributor who donated $100 to the campaign committee of Quiñones in October. That Diana Rodriguez is listed at an address in Pacoima that is a 22-mile drive from Legislative Advocacy Group's downtown Los Angeles office. 

"It probably is her," Quiñones said when asked if the contributor and lobbyist were the same person. "Diana Rodriguez is a friend." 

Rodriguez did not answer repeated phone calls to the firm's office over three days. 

Quiñones insisted there was no quid pro quo of campaign money for political favors. 

"My job is to recommend qualified people to the superintendent. I'm only one vote," Quiñones said. "I'm recommending this group because they're qualified." 

The district already has a $2,000-a-month lobbying contract with School Services of California to seek state funding. 

Monday's agenda item proposes hiring Legislative Advocacy Group as a second firm to seek state money for Sweetwater's academy for foster children, a state student information system and additional construction to complete San Ysidro High School. 

Quiñones said the additional lobbying is crucial because millions of dollars in state funding are at stake. 

Legislative Advocacy Group's other clients include Alhambra Unified School District, the California Latino School Board Member Association and the cities of Cudahy, Huntington Park and Maywood. 

The president is the only board member who can unilaterally add an item to the agenda. Trustees other than the president need two other board members to support them if they want to place an item on the agenda. 

Quiñones used her presidential privilege to put the no-bid lobbyist contract on the November board meeting agenda at the last minute, but trustee Bob Griego objected. Griego said from the dais that the board should first follow the proper procedures for hiring a new lobbyist, which would include devising legislative goals and strategies and then considering an individual firm through the board's legislative subcommittee. 

That subcommittee, which consists of trustees Jim Cartmill and Arlie Ricasa, met last week with Superintendent Ed Brand. 

Brand is recommending that the board give Legislative Advocacy Group a try. If the firm performs well, the contract could be extended. 

It's the second time since the Nov. 2 election that Quiñones has made a proposal that could benefit a political contributor. 

Last month Quiñones proposed turning the teaching job of a political supporter into an $85,000-a-year managerial position. She asked for a special meeting to consider changing the job of editor in chief of the district's student magazine, a teaching job, into a managerial job. The item never made it to a board agenda, and the superintendent said it is not his intent to recommend it to the board. 

The job would not automatically have gone to teacher Michael Inzunza. But he is the founder and only editor in the magazine's 2½-year history, and the new position would have given him a $25,000 raise. 

Inzunza contributed $1,000 to the campaign of Quiñones and also ran a flattering cover story weeks before last month's elections in the news magazine he publishes outside of his duties as a Sweetwater employee. 

Again, Quiñones insisted she was not engaged in payback. 

"There is no political motive to anything I do," Quiñones said. 

Quiñones was overwhelmingly re-elected to a second four-year term on the Sweetwater board last month. She raised more than $70,000 during the campaign and highlighted reduced dropout rates and numerous awards to the district, including recent recognition from a statewide association for a teen pregnancy prevention group she founded. 



[image: image21.png]


Chris Moran: (619) 498-6637; chris.moran@uniontrib.com 


